
Canvas Peer Reviews 
How to Create a Peer Review Assignment  

1. Open ASSIGNMENTS 

 

2. Create a New Assignment 

 
 

3.  In the assignment description, be sure you let students know that there are two parts to the 

assignment.  Describe the assignment.  Then add a statement about peer reviwing:  “Submit 

your assignment by the due date. Then complete a peer review.” 

 
4. Select the Submission Type “Online” and the appropriate entry options. (If this is an audio/video 

recording assignment, select “Media Recordings.”  If it’s a written assignment, select “File 

Uploads” or “Text Entry.”) 

 
Only online submissions can be peer review assignments. 

 

5. Click the “Require Peer Reviews” checkbox. 

 
 

6. Decide how to assign peer reviews.  Your options are to “Manually Assign Peer Reviews” or 

“Automatically Assign Peer Reviews.” 

 

7. If you choose “Automatically Assign Peer Reviews”, the menu will expand.  



 

In the “Reviews Per User” field, enter the number of peer reviews 

each student should complete. 

In the “Assign Reviews” field, use the calendar icon to select the 

date for student peer reviews. The peer review date must come 

after the assignment due date.  This is the date and time the 

reviews will be automatically assigned.  Remember, there’s 

nothing to review until the assignment is submitted!  Only students 

who have submitted will be assigned another submitted 

assignment  to review. 

8. Update the assignment.   

 

9. Optional:  Add a Rubric.  

After you update the assignment, you’ll be given the option to attach a rubric to the assignment 

for students to fill out when completing peer reviews. Click the Add Rubric button to add a 

rubric to the assignment.  

 
Example:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If the assignment was a written assignment, peer reviewers can use the Canvas Crocodoc tool to 

add comments in addition to completing the rubric and comments pictured above. 

 

Peer reviewers will fill out the rubric 

and save it.  Then, they can add text 

and/or audio and video comments. 



Notes for students:  After students have submitted their assignment and a peer review has been 

assigned to them, a notification will appear on their TO DO list on the course dashboard.  They 

can click the “Peer Review for [Assignment Name]” link.   

Go over the “How do I submit a peer review to an Assignment” Canvas guide for students with 

your class the first time you use peer review.   

http://guides.instructure.com/m/4212/l/54363-how-do-i-submit-a-peer-review-to-an-

assignment  
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